
US Executive Branch Update
May 8, 2020 

This is a daily update (Monday through 
Saturday) on US executive branch 
(Executive Branch) schedules, notable 
developments and a synopsis of 
President Trump’s social media activities.  
The report further provides a snapshot of 
the Executive Branch’s priorities via daily 
press releases.

We report on the daily public event schedules for the 
President of the United States (POTUS) and Vice 
President of the United States (VPOTUS), as released by 
the White House; therefore, time for some scheduled 
items may change daily in real-time. The notable 
developments provided in this update typically include a 
listing of executive actions; a selection of departmental 
press releases and publications from the day prior; and 
information on or related to coronavirus disease 2019 
(COVID-19); among other information. 

POTUS’ Schedule  

11:30 a.m. EDT – THE PRESIDENT and THE FIRST 
LADY participate in a wreath laying ceremony in 
commemoration of the 75th Anniversary of Victory in 
Europe Day | Washington DC 

1:00 p.m. EDT – THE PRESIDENT meets with 
Republican Members of Congress | State Dining Room 

VPOTUS’ Schedule 

9:30 a.m. EDT – THE VICE PRESIDENT departs 
Washington DC, en route Des Moines, IA, on Air Force 
Two 

11:00 a.m. CDT – THE VICE PRESIDENT arrives in Des 
Moines, IA, on Air Force Two 

11:40 a.m. CDT – THE VICE PRESIDENT participates in 
a discussion with faith leaders on responsible religious and 
spiritual gatherings | Westkirk Presbyterian Church 

12:55 p.m. CDT – THE VICE PRESIDENT participates in 
a roundtable discussion on securing the food supply | Hy-
Vee Inc. Headquarters 

4:00 p.m. CDT – THE VICE PRESIDENT departs Des 
Moines, IA, en route Washington DC, on Air Force Two 

7:00 p.m. EDT – THE VICE PRESIDENT arrives in 
Washington DC, on Air Force Two 

White House Briefing Schedule  

12:30 p.m. EDT – Press Secretary Kayleigh McEnany 
holds a briefing | James S. Brady Briefing Room | On 
Camera 

Recap of May 7, 2020

Note: All colored text denotes hyperlinks. Purple colored 
hyperlink spotlights COVID-19 developments.  

The White House (WH)

 Remarks by President Trump in Meeting with Governor 
Abbott of Texas  

 Remarks by President Trump at the White House 
National Day of Prayer Service 

 Remarks by Vice President Pence at the White House 
National Day of Prayer Service 

 Executive Order on Promoting American Seafood 
Competitiveness and Economic Growth 

 Fact Sheet:  President Donald J. Trump Is Working to 
Secure America’s Seafood Supply Chain and Bring Jobs 
Home 

 Text of a Notice on the Continuation of the National 
Emergency with Respect to the Central African Republic 
(CAR) 

 Text of a Letter from the President to the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives and the President of the 
Senate (re: CAR) 

 Text of a Notice on the Continuation of the National 
Emergency with Respect to Yemen 

 Text of a Letter from the President to the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives and the President of the 
Senate (re: Yemen)  

 Text of a Notice on the Continuation of the National 
Emergency with Respect to the Actions of the 
Government of Syria 

 Text of a Letter from the President to the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives and the President of the 
Senate (re: Syria)  

 WH Article:  April Jobs Report Will Show the High Cost 
of States Shutting Down their Economies 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-meeting-governor-abbott-texas/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-white-house-national-day-prayer-service/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-vice-president-pence-white-house-national-day-prayer-service/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-promoting-american-seafood-competitiveness-economic-growth/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-working-secure-americas-seafood-supply-chain-bring-jobs-home/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/text-notice-continuation-national-emergency-respect-central-african-republic-2/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/text-letter-president-speaker-house-representatives-president-senate-76/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/text-notice-continuation-national-emergency-respect-yemen-2/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/text-letter-president-speaker-house-representatives-president-senate-75/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/text-notice-continuation-national-emergency-respect-actions-government-syria-2/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/text-letter-president-speaker-house-representatives-president-senate-74/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/articles/april-jobs-report-will-show-high-cost-states-shutting-economies/
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 Press Release:  First Lady Melania Trump Celebrates 
Second Anniversary of “BE BEST” 

 Proclamation on Military Spouse Day, 2020 

 Nominations:  President Donald J. Trump Announces 
Judicial Nominee 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

 COVID-19 webpage

Department of Health and Human Services 

 Press Release:  HHS Deploys New Portable Dialysis 
Machines to New York for COVID-19 Response 

 Press Release:  HHS Awards More than Half Billion 
Dollars Across the Nation to Expand COVID-19 
Testing 

 Press Release:  HHS Extends Deadline for Attestation, 
Acceptance of Terms and Conditions for Provider 
Relief Fund Payments to 45 Days 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 

 Press Release:  FEMA Awards US$78 million to Iowa 
for COVID-19 Response 

 Press Release:  Mid-Atlantic Region Receives PPE 
Donation from the Republic of Turkey 

 Press Release:  FEMA Authorizes Federal Funds to 
Help Battle Florida’s Mussett Bayou Fire (Florida)  

 Press Release:  FEMA Authorizes Federal Funds to 
Help Battle Florida’s Five Mile Swamp Fire 

 Fact Sheet: How to Appeal FEMA’s Decision on 
Eligibility 

 Press Release:  FEMA Obligates Nearly US$89 Million 
to Rebuild the Island’s Hospitals (Puerto Rico)  

 Press Release:  Five Schools Announced as Winners 
in Rocky Mountain Environmental Challenge 
(Colorado) 

Department of Defense 

 Statement:  US-Australia Defense Policy & Strategy 
Talks 

 Advisory:  DOD Victory in Europe Day Virtual 
Commemoration Scheduled for Friday, May 8, 10:30 
a.m. 

 Article:  US-British Arctic Exercise Shows US Concern 
for Region 

 Article:  Senate Hears Testimony on Top Pentagon 
Nominations 

 Contracts for May 7, 2020 

Department of State 

Daily Schedule | Friday, May 8 

 May 7:  Readout | Secretary Pompeo’s Call with 
Ukrainian Foreign Minister Kuleba  

 May 7:  Interview | Secretary Michael R. Pompeo with 
Chris Stigall of The Chris Stigall Show (re: 
China/Wuhan lab; WHO/China; China/biological 
warfare; southern border policy critics now supportive 
of restricting travel from China; North Korea; 
Venezuela/Americans detained; lockdown/reopening) 

 May 7:  Transcript | Briefing on Russian Engagement 
in the Middle East  

 May 7:  Joint Statement on the 75th Anniversary of the 
end of the Second World War  

 May 7:  Interview | Secretary Michael R. Pompeo with 
Jack Heath of The Jack Heath Radio Show (re: 
China/number of deaths/Wuhan lab; media citing 
China’s death statistics; vaccine efforts/China; China 
virus/propaganda; WHO/China) 

 May 7:  Interview | Secretary Michael R. Pompeo with 
Steve Gruber of The Steve Gruber Show (re: 
China/Wuhan lab; China/US adversary; 
China/authoritarian regime/threat to Western 
democracies; lockdown/reopening) 

 May 7:  Interview | Secretary Michael R. Pompeo with 
Joe Kernen, Andrew Sorkin, and Rebecca Quick of 
CNBC’s Squawk Box (re: China-US rift; China/threat to 
US; China/disinformation; dependency on China for 
PPE; China/trade deal; impact of tariffs on US 
economy; Wuhan lab/origins of virus; sharing 
therapeutics internationally, e.g., Remdesivir) 

 May 7:  Statement | On the Occasion of Vesak Day 

US Agency for International Development (USAID) 

 Press Release:  Investments in Global Health Security 
by the US Agency for International Development 

Department of the Treasury 

 Statement by Treasury Secretary Steven T. Mnuchin 
on the Selection of Louis DeJoy to Serve as 
Postmaster General 

Department of Homeland Security/Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP) 

 Press Release:  Acting Secretary Wolf Announces 
New Homeland Security Advisory Council Members 

 Press Release:  CBP Air and Marine Agents Stop Two 
Illegal Crossing Attempts off San Diego Coast 
(California)  

 Press Release:  Border Patrol Agents Discover 
Narcotics Concealed Inside Gas Tank (California)  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/first-lady-melania-trump-celebrates-second-anniversary-best/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-military-spouse-day-2020/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/president-donald-j-trump-announces-judicial-nominee-5/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/summary.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/05/07/hhs-deploys-new-portable-dialysis-machines-to-new-york-for-covid-19-response.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/05/07/hhs-awards-more-than-half-billion-across-the-nation-to-expand-covid19-testing.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/05/07/hhs-extends-deadline-attestation-acceptance-terms-and-conditions-provider-relief-fund-payments-45-days.html
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/07/fema-awards-78-million-iowa-covid-19-response
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/07/mid-atlantic-region-receives-ppe-donation-republic-turkey
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/07/fema-authorizes-federal-funds-help-battle-floridas-mussett-bayou-fire
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/07/fema-authorizes-federal-funds-help-battle-floridas-five-mile-swamp-fire
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/07/4541/fact-sheet-how-appeal-femas-decision-eligibility
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/07/fema-obligates-nearly-89-million-rebuild-islands-hospitals
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/07/five-schools-announced-winners-rocky-mountain-environmental-challenge
https://www.defense.gov/Newsroom/Releases/Release/Article/2180052/us-australia-defense-policy-strategy-talks-press-statement/
https://www.defense.gov/Newsroom/Advisories/Advisory/Article/2179676/department-of-defense-victory-in-europe-day-commemoration-scheduled-for-friday/
https://www.defense.gov/Explore/News/Article/Article/2180254/us-british-arctic-exercise-shows-us-concern-for-region/
https://www.defense.gov/Explore/News/Article/Article/2180448/senate-hears-testimony-on-top-pentagon-nominations/
https://www.defense.gov/Newsroom/Contracts/Contract/Article/2180277/
https://www.state.gov/public-schedule-may-8-2020/
https://www.state.gov/secretary-pompeos-call-with-ukrainian-foreign-minister-kuleba/
https://www.state.gov/secretary-michael-r-pompeo-with-chris-stigall-of-the-chris-stigall-show/
https://www.state.gov/briefing-with-special-representative-for-syria-engagement-and-special-envoy-for-the-global-coalition-to-defeat-isis-ambassador-james-jeffrey-deputy-assistant-secretary-for-near-eastern-affairs-henry/
https://www.state.gov/joint-statement-on-the-75th-anniversary-of-the-end-of-the-second-world-war/
https://www.state.gov/secretary-michael-r-pompeo-with-jack-heath-of-the-jack-heath-radio-show/
https://www.state.gov/secretary-michael-r-pompeo-with-steve-gruber-of-the-steve-gruber-show/
https://www.state.gov/secretary-michael-r-pompeo-with-joe-kernen-andrew-sorkin-and-rebecca-quick-of-cnbcs-squawk-box/
https://www.state.gov/on-the-occasion-of-vesak-day/
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/may-7-2020-investments-global-health-security-us-agency-international
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm1005
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2020/05/07/acting-secretary-wolf-announces-new-homeland-security-advisory-council-members
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/cbp-air-and-marine-agents-stop-two-illegal-crossing-attempts-san-diego
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/border-patrol-agents-discover-narcotics-concealed-inside-gas-tank
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 Press Release:  Smugglers with Assault Rifle Stopped 
by BP (Arizona)  

 Press Release:  Yuma Sector Checkpoint Agents 
Seize Fentanyl Pills (Arizona)  

 Press Release:  Rio Grande Valley Agents Arrest a 
Convicted Sex Offender (Texas)  

 Press Release:  Rio Grande Valley Agents Stay Busy: 
Multiple Marijuana Seizures in the Last 24 Hours 
(Texas)  

 Press Release:  CBP officers seize counterfeit 
markers at International Falls Port of Entry (Minnesota) 

Department of Justice 

Daily Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Press 
Releases

 Statement from Assistant Attorney General Stephen E. 
Boyd Expressing Support for Congressional Efforts to 
Expedite Payment of Public Safety Officer Benefits to 
First Responders Who Contract COVID-19 

 Press Release:  Justice Department Settles with 
Staffing Company to Resolve Immigration-Related 
Discrimination Claims 

 Press Release:  Generic Pharmaceutical Company 
Admits to Fixing Price of Widely Used Cholesterol 
Medication 

Office of the US Trade Representative (USTR) 

 Press Release:  USTR and Treasury Statement on 
Call With China (Phase One agreement/COVID 
updates) 

Department of Commerce 

 Statement From Secretary of Commerce Wilbur Ross 
on President Donald J. Trump's Signing of the 
Executive Order on Promoting American Seafood 
Competitiveness and Economic Growth 

 Press Release:  Secretary of Commerce Allocates 
US$300 Million in CARES Act Aid to US Fishermen 
and Seafood Industries Impacted by COVID-19 

 Press Release:  US Department of Commerce 
Announces Availability of US$1.5 Billion in CARES Act 
Funds to Aid Communities Impacted by the 
Coronavirus Pandemic 

Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

 Press Release:  Dr. Cindy Nickerson Appointed as 
USDA Deputy Chief Economist 

 Press Release:  USDA Invests US$2 Million in High-
Speed Broadband in Rural New Hampshire 

 Press Release:  USDA Approves New Mexico to 
Accept SNAP Benefits Online 

 Press Release:  USDA Approves Program to Feed 
Kids in New York and Pennsylvania 

 Press Release:  USDA Invests US$71 Million in High-
Speed Broadband for Rural Kansas and Oklahoma 

Department of Interior 

 Press Release:  Interior and Partners Commit to Long-
Term Initiative to Conserve the American Bison 

Department of Transportation 

 Press Release:  200 Pledges in 100 Days | 
Transportation Industry DOUBLES Secretary Chao’s 
Call to “Put the Brakes on Human Trafficking” 

Department of Labor 

 Press Release:  Unemployment Insurance Weekly 
Claims Report 

US Government (USG) COVID-19 Webpages

 Department of Defense COVID-19 webpage

 Department of State COVID-19 Travel Advisory 
webpage 

 Office of Personnel Management COVID-19 webpage

 Food and Drug Administration COVID-19 webpage

 Department of Homeland Security Employee COVID-19 
webpage

 Department of Labor COVID-19 webpage

 USAGov COVID-19 webpage

Non-USG COVID Webpages 

Johns Hopkins University & Medicine 

 Coronavirus Resource Center 

− COVID-19 Interactive Map 

Synopsis of President Trump’s 
Tweets

 May 8:  “DRAIN THE SWAMP!” 

 May 8:  “Yesterday was a BIG day for Justice in the 
USA. Congratulations to General Flynn, and many 
others. I do believe there is MUCH more to come! 
Dirty Cops and Crooked Politicians do not go well 
together!” 

 May 8:  “I will be interviewed on @foxandfriends at 
8:00 A.M. Enjoy!” 

 May 7:  [WH Video – National Day of Prayer] 

 May 7:  [POTUS Video]

https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/smugglers-assault-rifle-stopped-bp
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/yuma-sector-checkpoint-agents-seize-fentanyl-pills
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/rio-grande-valley-agents-arrest-convicted-sex-offender
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/rio-grande-valley-agents-stay-busy-multiple-marijuana-seizures-last-24
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/cbp-officers-seize-counterfeit-markers-international-falls-port-entry
https://www.fbi.gov/news/pressrel
https://www.fbi.gov/news/pressrel
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/statement-assistant-attorney-general-stephen-e-boyd-expressing-support-congressional-efforts
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-settles-staffing-company-resolve-immigration-related-discrimination-clai-0
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/generic-pharmaceutical-company-admits-fixing-price-widely-used-cholesterol-medication
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2020/may/ustr-and-treasury-statement-call-china
https://www.commerce.gov/news/press-releases/2020/05/statement-secretary-commerce-wilbur-ross-president-donald-j-trumps
https://www.commerce.gov/news/press-releases/2020/05/secretary-commerce-allocates-300-million-cares-act-aid-us-fishermen-and
https://www.commerce.gov/news/press-releases/2020/05/us-department-commerce-announces-availability-15-billion-cares-act
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/07/dr-cindy-nickerson-appointed-usda-deputy-chief-economist
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/07/usda-invests-2-million-high-speed-broadband-rural-new-hampshire
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/07/usda-approves-new-mexico-accept-snap-benefits-online
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/07/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-new-york-and-pennsylvania
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/07/usda-invests-71-million-high-speed-broadband-rural-kansas-and
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/interior-and-partners-commit-long-term-initiative-conserve-american-bison
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/200-pledges-100-days-transportation-industry-doubles-secretary-chaos-call-put-brakes
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/OPA/newsreleases/ui-claims/20200871.pdf
https://www.defense.gov/Explore/Spotlight/Coronavirus/
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/ea/novel-coronavirus-hubei-province--china.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/ea/novel-coronavirus-hubei-province--china.html
https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/covid-19/
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/mcm-issues/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19
https://www.dhs.gov/employee-resources/covid-19-workforce-information
https://www.dhs.gov/employee-resources/covid-19-workforce-information
https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/covid-19/
https://www.usa.gov/coronavirus
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
https://twitter.com/i/status/1258546186014748673
https://twitter.com/i/status/1258479301994954754
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 May 7:  “Today, @FLOTUS celebrates the two year 
anniversary of #BeBest, her initiative dedicated to 
bringing awareness to issues that impact the lives of 
children. Congratulations, and thank you! 
https://whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/first-lady-
melania-trump-celebrates-second-anniversary-best/”

 May 7:  “Congratulations to former Governor of New 
Jersey, Chris Christie, and all others involved, on a 
complete and total exoneration (with a 9-0 vote by the 

U.S. Supreme Court) on the Obama DOJ Scam 
referred to as “Bridgegate.” The Democrats....” 

 May 7:  “....are getting caught doing very evil things, 
and Republicans should take note. This was grave 
misconduct by the Obama Justice Department! 
@GovChristie” 

 May 7:  “As you know, I designated this day to be a 
National Day of Prayer. As our Nation heals, our Spirit 
has never been Stronger!” [Proclamation] 

Contact 

Stacy A. Swanson 
Public Policy Advisor, Washington DC 
T +1 202 457 5627 
E stacy.swanson@squirepb.com 

Daily Public Policy Group Reports 

For additional global public policy insights related to 
COVID-19, we offer a daily COVID-19: Public Policy 
Group Report. Please contact us to receive any of 
our daily reports (e.g. Public Policy Group Report, US 
Executive Branch Update, or COVID-19 US State 
Policy Report) directly in your inbox. See here for the 
latest editions of these reports. 

Follow our Global Public Policy Team on Twitter 
@SPB_CapThinkng.  

Capital Thinking Blog 

In the coming weeks, we will unveil a blog 
dedicated to global public policy focused contents. 
Follow us on Twitter for the launch announcement.

mailto:keri.li@squirepb.com?subject=Subscribe%20to%20Daily%20Public%20Policy%20Reports
https://www.squirepattonboggs.com/en/services/practice-areas/public-policy/?explore=insights&insightsPageNumber=1
https://twitter.com/SPB_CapThinking
https://whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/first-lady-melania-trump-celebrates-second-anniversary-best/
https://whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/first-lady-melania-trump-celebrates-second-anniversary-best/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-national-day-prayer-2020/

